
 

History - Australian Motocross Championships 

Motocross is one of the most popular forms of motorcycling 

in the world and has been around now for almost a century. 

Fans can thank the British.  For it was some crazy Englishmen 

who invented the sport in the 1920s. It all started on 29 

March 1924 when a group of clubmen in Camberley, Surrey 

became bored with trials.  

They cut out the gymkhana section of its classic Southern 

Scott Trial and concentrated on the timed trial section.  The 

race would be over the roughest and toughest ground 

available and the winner would be the rider who recorded 

the fastest times over two heats. 

It was a punishing occasion with no less than 80 riders 

assembling for it, with almost half retiring.  But a great new 

sport was born. 

First Australian Championships 

Just a year after the first European Motocross Championship 

was held in 1952, Australia held its first National 

Championships the following year in the small town of 

Korweinguboora, in the Wombat State Forest near Daylesford 

in Victoria.   

The championships have been held ever since.  

From the beginning the Australian Motocross Championships 

were held over one weekend – hosted in a different state 

each year.  In the early years titles were held for the 125cc, 

250cc, 350cc, 500cc, Unlimited, and sidecars (500cc and 

1000cc classes). 

In those days the bikes were road bikes, including 1000cc 

Harley Davidsons, with the only modification being the tyres. 

Suspension was practically non-existent in the 1930s, with 

minimal movement from the front girder forks and rigid rear 

ends being standard. 

The sport was known as ‘Scrambles’ then, the circuits were 
big, and riders would cover over 50 kilometers for each class 

over two legs.  But over the years the bikes were tailor made 

for the sport, becoming lighter, faster and featuring proper 

suspension to absorb the bumps on a motocross circuit. 

The original format for the Australian Championships was 

largely maintained through to the 1980s, with the 350cc and 

Unlimited classes eventually being phased out in 1969 and 

1980, respectively.  In 1991, multiple rounds were introduced 

and scattered throughout the winter season across various 

states. 

  

 
Australian Motocross Championships at the 

Rope Works, Mosman Park (WA) in 1955 

 

 
Charlie West (WA) won seven Australian 

Motocross Championships in the 1960s 

 

 
Gary Flood (VIC) won nine Australian 

Championships in the 1960s 

 

 
Stephen Gall (NSW) dominated the National 

Championships and Mr MX series in the 80’s 

 



 
 

Changes at the turn of the century 

At the turn of the century, the Championship classes were 

completely revamped – following the World Grand Prix 

formula – replacing the ‘cc’ classes with ‘MX’ classes. 

In the MXGP class, riders of any age could compete on 250cc 

to 450cc machines, while the MX2 class has an age restriction 

and combines only 125 and 250cc machines. 

And in 2006, the first Australian Motocross Championships 

for women were introduced. 

World Motocross des Nations at Manjimup WA 

The sport has continued to grow across Australia. 

In 1992 Australia hosted the World Motocross des Nations 

teams event at Manjimup in Western Australia.  This was the 

first time ever that the event had  been staged outside of 

Europe. 

And the following year, Australia hosted the World 125cc 

Motocross Grand Prix at the same venue.  

Australian Motocross Legends 

Since the late 1980’s Australians have been competitive on 
the world stage. 

Four riders forged successful international careers in both 

motocross and supercross: 

• Jeff Leisk (1986-1989) 

• Chad Reed (1998-2010) and 

• the late Andrew McFarlane (2000-2008) 

• Brett Metcalfe (2001…). 

Their performances helped focus international attention on 

Australian motocross talent,  paving the way for more 

Australian motorcyclists to compete in both Europe and the 

United States. 

  

 
1992 MX des Nations at Manjimup, WA 

 

 
Australian team in the 1992 MX des Nations 

Jason Marshall (WA), Dale Britton (WA) and 

Kim Ashkenazi (NSW) 

 

 
Runner-up World 500cc Motocross Champion 

Jeff Leisk (WA) 

 

 


